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‘More waterfowl refuges  aré needed ih’the-aouthern étates if*hunteﬁs’are to .

reallze the full beneflt of 1mpr0vements already effected on the northern bréey 3
o g@@amés of - dueksﬂamé geese$ D@: Ipa»Nw Gabmielsang dm&estor o£ the Uﬁlted Staﬁes  :
Fish and ledlife Service, rep@rted tmday to Acting Secre%@yy of the Lﬂterlar '

'.Oscar Le C

Whlle the breedlng gro&nds are in famr&y gaod shape and are senﬁ&ng a gaad
quota of waterfowl south each fall, an aaute shcrtage of" "duck hmﬁels" or suiﬁab&e
W1_nt.er1ng grou—nds,‘l_s fast,develop:mg in the s,outh_, U.aqc.ordmg tQ D’r, Gabr;e}.sa,rg;,

Pointing out that the -d@ek_s. and geese, after bhey ieave_~'§heir norhern bresds
ing gxéupds,tmusﬁ run’ the gantlet of a miilien~aﬁd'a‘half minters all«ﬁhe vay irdﬁ-.
I'Iainé'io w5sﬁingbon and 'from lomda to Callforn:r.a $ Dr. (zab:flelson said that ’Ghe
E ba.rds must have some places along thelr mlgratory routes where they can . flnd
resplte from the hunters' guns and must aISo have sultable p}aces to spend the
w1nter months. o - IR '_ ’ i -

"Sanctuarles spotted. strateglcally aleng the flight paths are highly Imporh
‘tant," Dr. GabrlelSOn sald, "These follow, oh a nat;oqal,aa@le, the«pabtern_of ‘
every'gced"duck huﬁ£ing cluB evermcpefatea. Oidwtiﬁe dﬁck'hunters always‘afréhgéd-

'loaflng ponds' Wthh were never dlsturbed‘ or 'rest days' so’ that the birds would
_‘not slr:)e contlnually harrdassed and dm.ven away."_ ' ‘ |
I ‘Waterfowl refuges were described by Dr, Gabrlelson as an advantage to the :
“hﬁnters as well .as. to the blrds. The good feedlng condltions and places to rest

‘not only are essential to the welfare of the waterfowl, but hOldth&w@&Q@kSvln‘

theIViciﬁify longer so that shooting is improved over a longer periods .



During frecent years; careful rehabilitdtion work in the northern states and
Canada has repaired much of the damage done by drought and drainage, with the
résult that thousands of zcres are again productive duck breeding grounds, How=
ever, improvement of conditions in the southern areas whers the waterfowl spend
half the year has not kept pace with the rehabilitation werk in the north, and
Fish and Wildlife Service officials fear that the national vaterfowl management
program will be thrown out of balance unless more southern rcfuges are established.

"No Towa hog or sheep farmer would depend on summer pasture alone; but if
he wanted to stay in business more than six months, Dr, Gabrielson said. "Ducks
and geese require the same fundamental principles of management."

Some recent additions to the winter refuge maintained by the Fish and Wild~
life Service were noted by Dr. Gabrielson: among them sorme 3,500 acres in two
strategic locations in California, and two new refuges in Texas and Cklanoma - one
on the northern shores of Lake Texhoma, the other on a southsrn arm of this large
impoundment.

In southeastern Misscuri the once-famous fishing and hunting of Mingo Swamp
are soon to be restored. Funds derived from the sale of "duck stamps" are now
buying the swamp and will finance the construction of dikes across the old drain-
age ditches to restore the water level, Kentucky Reservoir, constructed by the
Tennessee Valley Authority, will yield thousands of acres of new wintering grounds
in western Kentucky and Tennessee,.

Althouch these outstanding wintering areas have been added to the Servicé‘s
refuge system in recent months, "others are needed and must be obtained,'" Dr,
Gabrielson emphasized, "if we are to round out the kind of 2 orogram that will in-
sure a perpctuation of the sport of wildfowling.

XXX

P.N. 125906 2



